Abstract: Conversation is a specific component of communication activity. Its peculiar dimension is visible in educational situations. Its main component is the relation between a child and an adult. Key words: conversation, child, communication.
In the early school period conversation is the primary form of educational communication, a manner of teacher's communication with a child and of a child with a teacher. It is a means to achieve the upbringing objectives. Conversation is an explanation and transfer of meanings, an attempt to solve problems. In the early school education all children's actions are accompanied mainly by conversation with teachers or adults. Children's behaviors and relations, manners of initiation and ending a conversation, language behaviors as well as communication experience from relations with an adult, People learn communication and conversation by themselves. Before a child acquires the ability to read and write as a mode of receiving and messaging the meanings, s/he performs these activities by verbal forms of communication, the basic one being conversation with adults. This process entails the intuition typical for any adult person or child -the ability to recognize conversation and participation in it. The ability to choose conversation as a proper form for the given communication situation or in response to the needs of the communication or participants is also typically intuitive for people.
According to the assumption of the theory of communication, this interaction space must also include the indicators controlling the process of participation in conversation. They also include the use of signals which make the participants perceive the mutual communication as conversation. This is a limitation of the mutual perception of the conversation participants.
The analysis of a child's conversation with an adult is, on the one hand, the study of an independent and structured entity, on the other -elusive, indeterminate, with the nature of a phenomenon the feature of which is uniqueness and the agency is impossible to assess. Commonness of conversation and communicative ethnography (Ostrowska, 2000, p. 22) connected with this issue hinder its qualifications based on strict division into categories. Conversation is a multi-plot thread, continuous supplementation, shaping of communicating persons. The question of the nature of the child's conversation with an adult with certain pedagogical implications must refer to the space of the conversation itself as a form of communication. In this space, in the pedagogical aspect, it is not really the structure that plays the significant role, but the child's experience of the mere communication and relation between a child and an adult. This pertains to the components of the space which are the carriers of educational communication and which have been expressed in the language.
The analysis of communication experience is expected to determine and describe these experiences and communication attempts which result from the child's interaction with an adult in conversation.
They constitute an interpretation of the experience, design its use and create the communication habitus.
Therefore, communication experience in the child's conversation with an adult may be determined by the description of sensations and communication attempts in the following analysis categories:
1. Child's interaction with the adult. 2. Child's relation with the adult. The child's conversation with an adult possesses a specific structural nature. Its beginning and end depend primarily on the behavior of an adult who reacts to the child's attempt to initiate conversation solely in a situation of an expressed language signal. In such a situation the adult's reaction becomes spontaneous. The adults clearly want to talk about the things a child is telling to them. When they initiate the conversation they somehow emphasize its subject, imposing an official nature onto the entire conversation. A distinct feature is the child's ease of switching between the role of the speaker to the role of the listener and the other way round. Adults do not find this that natural. They prefer to be the speakers, rather than the listeners.
Questions are the privilege of an adult. The adult announces the content of conversation with a question, the child -with a description. Sensations and experiences are shared by the child and the adult however the conversation regarding them is not free from perturbation. A more favorable topic is an object or a phenomenon the observation of which is shared by the child and adult. Adult's closing of the conversation is an unambiguous signal and constitutes a domain of the adults.
Conversation of a child and an adult possesses its specific place in the field of pedagogical regularities. It is used in the upbringing and educational processes, applied primarily in the early school education and everyday contacts. Knowledge of its structure and rules is an indispensable condition for its application by teachers as a means of communication with a child. Phenomenology and hermeneutics-oriented qualitative research allows to penetrate and to describe this extraordinary phenomenon of child's communication with an adult the best.
